THE FEDAI FASTNESSES                 249
clean into the rock, looking as if they had been battered
with a hammer on an anvil. If the garrison perished,
however, their cave was turned for the moment into a
great cannon. Every Kurd in the path of the explosion
was killed; and the roof of the cavern, with all the men
on it, disappeared into space. Thirty-five Kurds missing
altogether, besides a number wounded, was fair recompense
for the loss of six men. The assailants had no wish to face
the two remaining caves after the reception they got from
the first one, and the rest of the party effected their retreat
safely.
Nature aided the Tashnakists, by giving them practically
inexpugnable strongholds in the land, with ready exits
into Persian territory. The great crater of Nimrud, some
six miles across, was one of their refuges ; and this is paved
for much of its area with a maze of corrugated lava whence
no man who knows the runs can be dislodged. Here are
also hot springs, just of a temperature to sit in comfortably,
in which some of these fellows actually lived for weeks
during an Armenian winter, with the thermometer far
below zero. They had rigged up an ingenious arrangement,
so that they could lie in the water and sleep with their heads
above the surface.
Their strangest stronghold, however, was the giant lava-
flow of Tendurek. Here either the lava has streamed from
great horizontal fissures, or possibly the whole mountain
has been blown away by the discharge of an accumulation
of energy. Whatever the cause, an area some twenty miles
square has been covered with a sea of black lava ; which has
split and fissured in every direction as it cooled, and now
resembles nothing so much as a gigantic black glacier. It
is a place where any number of men, and any amount of
stores, could lie perdu for as long as they wished ; for there
is an abundant supply of water in the crevasses. One edge
of the field is admittedly in Persian territory, and so cannot
be policed, even if it were a simple matter to put a cordon
round such a place. All the guns of the empire might
bombard the stronghold to the crack of doom without
inconveniencing its occupants, except by aii occasional